Hodde

8th Grade Language Arts


FINAL STUDY GUIDE

The following will be covered on your language arts final exam. It would be a GREAT idea to find all the answers/definitions and study them. It may also be a good idea to write your answers/definitions all on a separate piece of paper and put them in your binder before you come to class to take the final. 
( Afternoon classes will take their final on Wednesday, May 19. 

( Morning classes will take their final on Thursday, May 20. 

· Literary elements

· Alliteration



○ Antonym

· Figurative language


○ Flashback

· Foreshadowing


○ Hyperbole

· Idiom




○ Imagery

· Irony




○ Metaphor

· Onomatopoeia



○ Personification

· Simile




○ Synonym

· Be able to recognize definitions and examples

· Poetry

· Haiku




○ Cinquain

· Concrete



○ Acrostic

· Diamante



○ Limerick

· Know how they are made and be able to recognize an example of them

· Story elements

· Plot




○ Climax
· Conflict

· Know 4 different types (man vs. man, man vs. self, man vs. society, & man vs. nature)

· Resolution



○ Mood

· Setting



○ Theme
· Characters

· Know different types: round vs. flat, static vs. dynamic, major vs. minor

· Point of View (1st person vs. 3rd person)

· Beginning, Middle, and End

· Be able to recognize definitions and examples

· When reading…

· Pre-read ( make predictions and draw on past knowledge

· During reading (make connections between the story and your own life or other stories you’ve read

· After reading ( ask “who, where, when, what, why, and how?” Summarize the main points…make a timeline and decide on a general theme and mood. 

· Essays

· Introduction ( main idea/thesis sentence, about 50 words, start with: quote, question, or starting fact

· Body paragraphs ( Write 3, total. About 100 words each. Gives detail and examples.

· Conclusion ( About 75 words. Re-state main idea. Sum up everything you’ve talked about.

· Rules for writing

· Be able to back up opinions with facts (remember that “it sucks” or “it’s stupid” are OPINIONS. You have to give me a logical reason WHY it’s stupid...such as, “Having only 5 minutes between classes is not a good idea because students are frequently late. Students are not able to get to their lockers and the bathroom in a mere 5 minutes.”)
· Write formally (no text-speak!)

· Write in 3rd person (avoid words such as: you, we, us, your, etc.)

· Make distinctions between paragraphs (either indent or skip a line)

· Follow the writing process

· Brainstorm ( Write down all your ideas and organize them.
· Rough draft ( Write down your essay as best you can.
· Edit( Correct fragments, run-ons, punctuation, grammar, and capitalization. You can also add more details/examples.

· Publish ( Write your final draft that has NO mistakes.
· Reasons for writing

· Persuasion

· Convey Information ( Describe something, give a step-by-step how-to, a research report, etc. 

· Entertain ( Tell a story, make someone laugh, etc. 
· Get something off their chest (journal/diary entry)

· Capitalization

· Proper nouns (I, specific names of people, places, or things)

· Beginning of sentences

· Punctuation

· Periods 



○ Commas

· Semi-colons



○ Exclamation points

· Question marks


○ Quotation marks

· Apostrophes

*You must not only be able to recognize definitions/uses of the previous information, but you must be able to APPLY it and recognize examples. Please make sure you know these things thoroughly....if you have any questions, please ask!!

