Hodde

8th Grade Language Arts


· Genres

· Short story ( a brief version of a novel
· Poetry ( rhythmical patterns of language…lyrical 
· Novel ( extended short story with more minor characters. Might include a few conflicts. 
· Drama ( involves dialogue and conflicts
· Lyric Poetry ( a form of poetry that has the form or musical quality of a song
· Nonfiction ( true, facts
· Fiction ( untrue, pretend, made-up
· Historical fiction ( stories are grounded in history but not restricted by it; historical setting is authentic and integral part of the story

· Information texts ( texts that strictly give information…does not tell a story
· Subgenres

· Auto/biography ( tells story about one’s own or another person’s life
· Fable ( concerns human conduct with moralistic overcomes; animals exhibit human qualities and behaviors

· Folktale ( time and  place are generic (“once upon a time”); not intended to be accepted as true; plots are predictable; characters are one-dimensional

· Mystery ( tightly woven plots have elements of suspense, danger or intrigue; frequently involve foreshadowing or flashback

· Myth ( stories are seen as true in the represented society; usually associated with theology or ritual; frequently explain natural phenomena

· Limerick ( 5 line poem in AABBA format. Usually witty or clever.
· Tall Tale ( a story about an impossible or exaggerated happening related in a realistic, matter-of-fact, and often humorous way (e.g. Paul Bunyan)

· Play ( A specific piece of drama, usually enacted on a stage by diverse actors who often wear makeup or costumes to make them resemble the character they portray.
· Fairytale ( a folktale about real-life problems, usually with imaginary characters and magical events

· Legend ( plots record deeds of past heroes

· Science fiction ( relies on hypothesized scientific advancements and raises questions about the future of humanity; can be a useful vehicle for examining issues related to human survival in an uncertain future

· Types of writing

· Descriptive ( paints a picture of a person, place, thing, or idea, using vivid details

· Epic literature ( long narratives about a heroic figure. 

· Essay ( documentary records on diverse topics, based upon or adapted from original document in diary, letter, or essay form

· Expository ( Explains, defines, or interprets.

· Journal ( less private form of a diary

· Narrative ( tells a story

· Elements of fiction

· Plot ( sequence of events in a story

· Conflict ( the problem
· Man vs. man

· Man vs. self

· Man vs. society

· Man vs. nature

· Character ( who’s involved in the story
· Flat vs. Round ( one-sided & stereotypical vs. fully developed and exhibits many traits
· Static vs. Dynamic ( does not change vs. changes/grows
· Major vs. Minor ( the most important vs. one who’s there but not the focus
· Mood ( the feeling created in the reader by a literary work or passage
· Setting ( where everything takes place. Includes day, time, season, etc.
· Theme ( central message, concern, or purpose in a literary work. Generalized
· Point of View ( the perspective or vantage point from which the story is told.
· 1st person ( told by a character who uses the pronoun “I”

· 3rd person: omniscient ( the narrator knows and tells about what each character feels and thinks

· 3rd person: limited ( the narrator relates the inner thoughts and feelings of only one character, and everything is viewed from this character’s POV

· Author’s purpose

· Entertain?

· Inform?

· Character traits ( qualities, attitudes, values of characters
· Motivations, dependability, intelligence, selfishness, stubbornness, etc.
· Literary elements

· Figurative language ( Not meant to be taken literally. “The apple of my eye.”

· Metaphor

· Personification

· Simile

· Alliteration

· Onomatopoeia

· Rhyme ( repetition of sounds at the ends of words
· Flashback

· Foreshadowing

· Symbolism ( use of one thing to suggest something else, specifically the use of symbols to represent ideas in concrete ways; the implied meaning of a literary work

· Imagery ( the use of language to create vivid pictures in the reader’s mind

· Persuasion

· Propaganda ( an extreme form of written or spoken persuasion intended to influence the reader, though sometimes subtly, and usually one-sided rather than objective argument (e.g. advertising propaganda to sell a product)

· Faulty reasoning

· Idiom ( An expression not meant to be taken literally (“to have the upper hand” has nothing to do with hands)

· Irony ( A figure of speech of which the literal meaning of the word is the opposite of its intended meaning (“I could care less”)

· Where can we find information for research?

· Library

· Internet

· Encyclopedia

· Table of content

· Index

· Dictionary

· Thesaurus

· Research

· Organize relevant info ( note cards, outlines, timelines, graphic organizers

· Paraphrase or summarize info ( DO NOT PLAIGARIZE

· Bibliography/reference page ( alphabetically, hanging indent, www.citationmachine.net

