Name: _______________________________________
Hour: __________________

“The Black Cat”

1. What is the name of the black cat?

2. What was the man’s personality at the beginning of the story? What is it by the end of the story?

3. How does the narrator feel about animals? Why? (Hint: Check the end of paragraph 2.)
4. Name the 6 kinds of animals the couple owns (Paragraph 3):


1)





2)


3)





4)


5)





6)

5. What “ancient popular notion” did the wife believe, as far as the cat is concerned? (Paragraph 4.)

6. What caused the narrator to gouge out the cat’s eye?

7. How did the narrator feel about carving out the cat’s eye?

8. How did the cat die?

9. What was the only thing left standing after the fire? 
10. What was the narrator’s reasoning for finding the cat’s figure in the ruins? (Paragraph 12)
11. What was different about the appearance of the new cat? (Paragraph 14.)

12. What made the man so angry that he raised an axe to the new cat?

13. Who ended up murdered by the axe?

14. What did he decide to do with the body?

15. Was the narrator more concerned with the murder or the cat? What does this make you think of the narrator’s sanity?
16. What happened when the narrator tapped on the brick?

17. What was the “beast” the narrator spoke of, that was on top of the corpse? (Paragraph 32.)

18. Name one event/character this story has in common with The Tell-Tale Heart.
19. Rank these works of Poe. Put a “1” next to the story/poem you liked the best. Put a “2” next to the story/poem you liked the second best. Complete 3 and 4.

________ The Tell-Tale Heart

________ Annabel Lee

________ The Black Cat

________ The Raven

20. Look at the poem/story you ranked as #1. Why did you like it the most?
