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· A technical document is a step-by-step instruction list of how to complete a project.
· There are more steps to a project that you might think! 

· Example: How to make a PB&J

· Step 1: Decide to make a PB&J

· Step 2: Open cabinet, get out peanut butter.
· Step 3: Set PB on counter.

· Step 4: Open cabinet/fridge, get out jelly.
· Step 5: Set jelly on counter.
· Step 6: Open cabinet, get out bread.

· Step 7: Place bread on counter.

· Step 8: Open drawer, get out knife. 

· Step 9: Place knife on counter.

· Step 10: Open cabinet, get plate/napkin.

· Step 11: Set plate/napkin on counter.
· Step 12: Open bread. Place two pieces on plate/napkin.

· Step 13: Twist the tie back onto the bread.

· Step 14: Open lid of peanut butter.
· Step 15: Dip knife in peanut butter, and spread some on bread.

· Step 16: Put lid back on peanut butter.

· Step 17: Open lid of jelly.

· Step 18: Dip knife in jelly, and spread some on bread.

· Step 19: Put lid back on jelly.

· Step 20: Put knife in sink,

· Step 21: Open cabinet door, place peanut butter and bread inside. Shut door.

· Step 22: Open refrigerator door, put jelly inside. Shut door.

· Step 23: Stack the two pieces of bread to make a sandwich.

· Step 24: Bring to mouth. Eat. Chew. Swallow.

· As you can see, there are at least 24 steps to making a PB&J! And there could be even more, depending on how you stretch it out.

· For instance, I really included two different things in Step #12. I could’ve separated those things out into two different steps! It just depends on how much detail you want to give. In writing a technical essay, it’s best to include as much detail as possible!

· When you’re writing an instructional (technical) essay, make sure you include ALL steps. Never assume someone already knows something…write as if the person who will be reading the essay has never heard of that act before.

· You will be writing a technical essay of your own. Prompt: An alien has visited the Earth and has asked you how to operate a vehicle. Instruct him with a technical essay.

· Remember to include ALL aspects of operating a vehicle: adjusting the mirrors, fixing the a/c, tuning the radio, adjusting your seat so you can reach the pedals, etc. 

· If you’re more comfortable explaining how to operate a tractor, four-wheeler, etc. go for it!

· You will need to brainstorm for this essay, as well. But a bubble cluster may not be the best, most organized way to jot down your thoughts.
· The best way to do it may be in a list, such as I listed above (Steps 1-24). Then, when you go back to write your essay, you can put all your steps in complete sentences!

· You still must separate your essay into paragraphs. It needs an intro paragraph (to tell the reader what you will be explaining), body paragraphs (to explain the process, step-by-step), and a conclusion paragraph (to wrap up your entire essay). 

· For technical essays in this class, I will only require 3 paragraphs (1 into, 1 body, 1 conclusion). However, keep in mind that essays with at least 5 paragraphs will look best on the big writing test! A way you could get more paragraphs could be this:

· Let’s use the PB&J example. 

· Intro: Tell me the process you are about to explain.

· Body #1: Tell me about the ingredients you would need, and how to obtain them. Throw in curveballs such as: what if the person does not have any PB at their house?

· Body #2: Tell me what you should DO with those items.

· Body #3: Tell me what to do with those items after you have actually completed the process (make the sandwich)

· Conclusion: Sum up what you wrote about in your essay.

· Remember: No first person words may be used! This includes words such as: me, I, you, us, we, our, etc. 
February 23, 25, and 26, 2010

No lecture today.

February 24, 2010

· Today, we will practice writing a compare/contrast essay. 
· Instead of a bubble cluster/shaping sheet, we will use a Venn diagram for the brainstorming. Instead of passing out a paper for this, you can just draw your own on a sheet of notebook paper. 
· Label one circle “Summer” and one circle “School.”

· Notice that the middle portion overlaps. This is where we will place characteristics that belong to both routines. 

· Now, begin thinking about your routines during both these times. If it is something you do consistently throughout the year, write it in the middle portion. If it’s something you only do in the summer time, write it in the summer circle. Do the same with your school routine and place those in the school circle.

· Begin writing your rough draft. It might be a good idea to place all the things that are the same in your 1st body paragraph, all the things that are only true about your summer routine in the 2nd body paragraph, and all the things that are only true about your school routine in the 3rd body paragraph. MUST BE IN 3RD PERSON.
