WEEK OF FEBRUARY 8, 2010

NOTES

HODDE

February 8, 2010

· The way we speak to someone depends on the audience.
· If you’re speaking to your mother, you’re going to be more respectful and polite than if you’re speaking to a little brother or sister

· The same is true for the way we write: we should write differently, depending on who is going to be reading it.

· If you’re writing a note to a friend, your note may include words such as “idk,” “lol,” “gonna,” “kinda,” etc. This is the most casual type of writing.
· If you’re writing a paper for a teacher, that paper will be more formal in that you will not use “text speak” (lol, idk, (, etc) or “hick words (gonna, kinda, fixin to, etc). You must spell out all your words and not use any abbreviations!

· If you’re writing an essay for the writing test, this is where you’re going to try to impress. All sentences should be complete, try to use as many different words as possible, punctuate correctly, indent all new paragraphs, etc.

· There are a few common punctuation rules you should follow when writing anything other than in a casual style

· Put periods at the ends of statements, question marks at the ends of questions, and exclamation points when you’re trying to convey panic, strong feeling, or a command.

· When writing words that someone is speaking, use quotations marks around the entire phrase that person says.

· Ex. “Did you turn in your essay?” asked Miss Hodde. “No, I forgot,” the student said.

· In dialogue (when someone is speaking), always put the punctuation inside the quotation marks.
· In dialogue, use a comma to indicate phrases like “she said,” “exclaimed,” “shrieked,” etc.

· Ex. Kaci asked, “Do we have school tomorrow?”

· Ex. “I want Subway for lunch,” Jon said.

· When someone is being addressed (spoken to), put commas around their name.
· Ex. “Do you want to go to lunch with us, Ben?”

· Ex. My friend, Amanda, and I rode to the school dance together.

February 9, 2010
· All sentences must have 3 things:
· Subject

· Verb

· Express a complete thought or idea

· If a sentence lacks one of those 3 things, then it is a fragment! Fragments should not be used in any essay or writing done for academic purposes!

· All “hick words” must be banned! If you hear something that sounds a little redneck, that’s not something you would write!
· Ex. “We’re fixin to go to the Walmart.”

· Ex. “Do y’all know of any good movies out?”

· Ex. “I ain’t got no pencil.”

· Ex. “I done turned that in already.”

February 10, 2010

· Run-on sentences seem to be the biggest problem writers have to face, so we’ll spend all of today talking about that.

· As a general rule, if you find yourself putting a whole bunch of commas or “and”s in a sentence, it’s probably a run-on. 

· If you write fairly large (most girls), the general rule is: if your sentence is longer than 3, maybe 4 lines, it’s probably a run-on.

· If you write fairly small (most boys), the general rule is: if your sentence is longer than 2, maybe 3 lines, it’s probably a run-on.

· Use your common sense! If you think you can break the sentence up into two or three smaller sentences, it’s okay to do that.

· A lot of commas should only appear in a sentence if that sentence is listing something.

· Ex. Mom asked me to go to the store for bread, milk, cheese, and eggs.

· There are 3 ways to fix a run-on sentence:
· Put a period in somewhere, to break it into two smaller sentences. Make sure you pay attention to capitalization rules and make sure the sentences both make sense! Do they have all 3 components of a sentence?
· Use a comma and a conjunction.

· Conjunctions are words such as “and, but, for, nor, yet, so, or.” 

· Ex. Marcia loved the beach, but she hated getting sand between her toes.

· Use a semicolon

· Usually, semicolons are followed by words such as “therefore, however, consequently” etc. 

· A semicolon attaches two sentences that have similar meaning…it would not be a good idea to attach two sentences that don’t go together or have anything to do with each other!

· You can only attach 2 sentences together with a semicolon. If you ever run across a sentence that has 3 or more semicolons, it’s wrong!
February 11, 2010

There was no lecture today.

February 12, 2010

· A bubble cluster is a form of a web (brainstorm). It helps you get your ideas out on paper in an organized form.
· On the bubble cluster paper, write your main idea in the middle, largest bubble.
· In the 3 middle-sized bubbles, write details about the main idea.
· For instance, if your main idea that you love your dog, tell me 3 reasons WHY you love your dog (is he loyal? Does he keep your warm at night? Is he playful?)
· In the 3 smallest bubbles, write examples/support/more details about what you wrote in the middle-sized bubbles.
· For instance, if one of your middle-sized bubbles says, “playful,” you might want to write something like, “always willing to play catch,” “loves to take walks and run with me,” and “jumps on me as soon as I get home.”
· Now you can start to form your essay. Use the “Shaping Sheet” worksheet to help you do this. 
· On the shaping sheet, just fill in the boxes to form your essay.
· Start with your topic sentence. This is the one you put inside the big, middle bubble on the cluster sheet.
· Here is where you give a general overview (summary) of what you’re going to talk about. Remember, everything you write in the rest of your essay must relate to your main idea in your introduction paragraph. So if it’s not mentioned in some way in your first paragraph, you can’t write it anywhere else in the paper!
· Now start on the “first chunk” (first paragraph).
· The concrete detail is going to be what you wrote in your middle-sized bubbles. 
· The commentary is going to be details that you wrote in the smallest bubbles. They should fit with the concrete detail.
· The closing sentence will be the main idea of your conclusion paragraph. It will be how you’re going to start off writing your conclusion paragraph. 
· When you’re done with these two steps (the bubble cluster and the shaping sheet), you can start working on your rough draft. Remember the rules for each of the 5 paragraphs in your essay (talked about last week). Use your shaping sheet and bubble cluster to help write your rough draft!
