WEEK OF MARCH 1, 2010
NOTES

HODDE
March 1, 2010
· Read the book The Three Little Wolves and the Big, Bad Pig by Eugene Trivazas and Helen Oxenbury…hopefully this story will also be available via podcast, once I get it working properly!

· You’re going to do a compare and contrast essay between this story and the original Three Little Pigs story. There will NOT be an editing process for this story…we don’t have enough time for that right now! ( Just use a Venn diagram to compare and contrast, then write a 5 paragraph essay. Think about the ways in which the stories are similar (same types of animals, same story basis), and how they are different (different materials for the house, different ending, protagonist/antagonist are switched, etc.). Don’t worry about word counts so much on this essay as just getting your ideas arranged logically and out on paper. 

3.2.10

· After you finish your compare and contrast with the two fairytales, we will talk about the writing test that is tomorrow!

· Details about the writing test

· There will only be ONE writing prompt, but I have no idea what it will be. Teachers are not allowed to discuss the specific things that are on the test before, during, OR after the exam!
· We will begin testing at 8:10 am.

· Everyone gets at LEAST 80 minutes to write. 

· If you need more, you have it! We might move you to Mrs. Chandler’s room to finish your testing, but you can take as long as you need to write.

· This is NOT the test that determines whether or not you get your driver’s license….that is the READING test, which will be in April. So don’t stress! (
· Take taking tips

· Listen carefully to the instructions before the test.

· Make a brainstorm! You won’t be graded on it, but it’s ALWAYS a good idea to have a brainstorm! It gets your ideas out on paper and organized.

· Make sure you ANSWER THE PROMPT. Sometimes we get off on tangents that don’t really answer what the question asks. So make sure you’re actually responding to the prompt.

· Remember to edit and revise your paper before you say you’re finished. Remember that you have as much time as you need to complete the test, so there’s no hurry for you to finish and turn it in! While you can’t write a rough draft and a final draft, you can edit and revise whatever you write on your test booklet before you turn it in.

· Use the “Writer’s Checklist” to remind yourself of what to look for as your revise your paper.

· Remember what we’ve talked about during class:

· 5 paragraphs

· 1 Introduction. About 50 words. At least 3 sentences. Must include main idea. Ways to start off: with a quote, a question, or a starting fact. Start in a way that makes the reader WANT to keep reading!

· 3 Body paragraphs. About 100 words each. At least 5 sentences in each. Gives details, examples, or support to your main idea. Ways to start out: First, Second, Third, So, Then, Next, Also, In addition to, For example, Finally, etc.

· 1 Conclusion. About 75 words. At least 3-4 sentences. Name a couple things you talked about in your body paragraphs. Re-state your main idea, but don’t just copy down what you wrote in your intro…re-word it a little! Ways to start out: In conclusion, In summary, Therefore, So, etc.

· The test will try to trick you into thinking that you can write in 1st person, but DON’T! The prompt may ask for your opinion, but you STILL have to write in 3rd person! Remember that this takes out words like “me, you, I, my, mine, your, our, we, us,” etc. Words you can replace them with: Society, people, individuals, students, one, etc. 

· Write formally; leave out slang! Don’t write anything that sounds like “Southern talk.” This includes things like “gonna, fixin to, startin,” etc. There are few words in the English language that end with “in”…most are going to end with “ing!” And don’t use text-speak….leave out smiley faces, idk, lol, 2, etc. 
· Punctuate properly. Use periods at the ends of comments or statements, question marks at the ends of questions, and exclamation points to show strong feeling. Use commas in a list or to correct a run-on sentence.

· Write in complete sentences. Remember that a complete sentence:

· Has a subject

· Has a verb

· Expresses a COMPLETE thought or idea. Most sentences that start with “because” are incomplete.

· Before the test:

· Get a good night’s rest…go to bed at a decent hour and try to get at least 7 or 8 hours of good, quality sleep. 

· Eat breakfast! This gives you enough energy to be awake and write a logical, intelligent response in the morning. 

· Take deep breaths and RELAX…whatever happens, remember that the sun will come up in the morning and everything will be okay! (
· Bring two #2 pencils, sharpened, with erasers.

· How your test will be graded:
· 30% of your score goes toward ideas and development. Get the highest score possible on this by:

· Making sure your main idea is clear and obvious

· Stating logical examples, reasons, details, or evidence in your body paragraphs. REMEMBER: “because I hate it,” “because it’s stupid,” or “because it sucks” are NOT logical arguments!

· 25% of your grade is based on organization, unity, and coherence. Get the highest score possible on this by:

· Making sure the introduction is exciting and makes the grader WANT to read your essay.

· Being consistent with what you are saying

· Focusing on the topic and not straying from it unnecessarily

· Having logical and appropriate sequencing

· Writing smooth transitions

· Placing your essay in a logical order

· Writing a good conclusion

· 15% of your score will go toward grammar, usage, and mechanics. Get the highest possible score on this by:

· Using correct spelling

· Using correct punctuation

· Using correct capitalization

· Using correct grammar

· Having few errors.

· 15% of your score will go toward sentences and paragraphs. Get the highest possible grade on this by:

· Using appropriate sentence structure

· Writing in complete sentences (leaving out fragments and run-ons)

· Organizing your writing into paragraphs

· 15% of your score will go toward word choice. Get the highest possible grade on this by:

· Using words that are appropriate and correct (if you don’t know what a word means, don’t use it!)

· Use lively verbs, vivid nouns, imaginative adjectives, figurative language, and/or dialogue.

· Don’t use vague, overused, or repetitive language (“a lot, great, really, very”)

· Use words that evoke strong images as sensory language
3.3.10
No lecture today….WRITING TEST!

3.4.10

· Obtain a copy of the literature terms worksheet from me (either in the handouts folder at the back of the room or the website).
· Use your literature book to define all 17 of these terms. 

· #15 can be found under “Character” in the glossary

· #17 can be found under “genre” in the glossary

· #16 is not in your book, so I will give it to you:

· Man vs. man is when the main character’s enemy or conflict comes from another person.

· Man vs. self is when the main character’s own worst enemy is himself (or herself). It’s an internal conflict.

· Man vs. society is when the main character’s enemy is a group or people or the entire world….usually political in context.

· Man vs. nature is when the main character’s enemy is Mother Nature…usually in the form of “surviving the elements.”

· Do the Literature Terms crossword…you can use a partner for this activity. (
3.5.10

· Obtain a copy of “The Raven” by Edgar Allan Poe. If you’re at home and need a copy, you can either get one from our class website, or you can just Google “The Raven, full text, free” and you’ll see several copies. 

· We will read it as a class…if you are absent, you can listen to me read it on the podcast (www.hodde.mypodcast.com)

· You might want to number all the stanzas

· Words you don’t know, you’ll need to look up. Here are few words that probably won’t be in the dictionary:

· ‘tis = an “olden time” word that basically means “it’s”

· Morrow = tomorrow or the next day

· Lenore = a woman’s name

· Pallas = the name of a Greek god…in this poem, it’s a statue of that god

· Quoth = said

· Bust = in this poem, it’s referring to a statue that is cut off right before the waist. So, in a bust statue, you would only see from about mid-chest up.

· Censer = a container where incense used to be burned

· Seraphim = an angel

· Nepenthe = a drug or drink that supposedly brings forgetfulness
· Gilead = a fantasy place

· There are several things to note about this poem:

· Sometimes there are random words capitalized. That is how Poe chose to write the poem, for whatever reason. Perhaps he meant to draw attention to those words…we may never know!
· When he says that the angels named the rare and radiant maiden “Lenore,” that means that Lenore has passed away…she is with the angels now. 

· Obviously, if the narrator feels sorrow for the loss of Lenore. Sorrow is a deep sadness. Do you get deeply sad about someone’s death that you weren’t close to? No…so he must’ve been close to Lenore.

· The narrator didn’t know it was a bird tapping on his door at first!
· A “chamber” is where he was staying. It’s an “olden time” word for room.

· What does the color black typically symbolize? Darkness, sadness, depression, fear…those types of feelings, right? So think about why Poe chose to make it a raven (which is black) instead of, say, a bluebird.

· Notice how the narrator started out calm and slowly gets more and more worked up toward the raven. He yells at him in the end!

· Obtain the stanza summary exercise. There are 8 spots for you to summarize stanzas and then draw a small picture to depict the main idea in those stanzas.Do summaries over the following stanzas (these are the little mini-paragraphs that the poem is divided into):

· 1st summary: stanzas 1, 2, and 3

· 2nd summary: stanzas 4 and 5

· 3rd summary: stanzas 6 and 7

· 4th summary: stanzas 8, 9, and 10

· 5th summary: stanzas 11 and 12

· 6th summary: stanzas 13 and 14

· 7th summary: stanzas 15 and 16

· 8th summary: stanzas 17 and 18
