WEEK OF MARCH 22, 2010
NOTES

HODDE
March 22, 2010
·  Bellwork will begin this week. Every morning when you come in, you will see a quote on the board. You will have 5 minutes from the time the bell rings to write about this quote, so make sure you are in your seat and writing when the bell rings! I will be taking roll while you are writing. If you finish early, please go over the notes/agenda for the day, QUIETLY, until the time is up.
· We will have 1 bellwork per day of the week, and I will collect them at the end of each week. Please save paper and write your bellworks for the week on the same paper! 

· When responding to bellwork, make sure your name is on the paper, and then write the date of the bellwork and your response. The following day, just skip a line (on that same paper), write the date, and then respond to THAT day’s bellwork. This will continue each day until the end of the week. Every Monday, you will use a new piece of paper to begin writing bellworks.

· If you are absent, please refer to your agenda to find the bellwork for that day.

· At the end of 5 minutes, I will ask for a couple volunteers to read their responses. You can earn 1 bonus point for every time you share in class, and up to two bonus points per week. I set the cap at two because I want EVERYone to have a chance to gain points this way!

· This week will also be the start of vocabulary words. We will have 15 words per week. 

· During the week, we will have at least 1 vocabulary exercise that must be completed. The list of choices can be found in the pocket chart. If you would like a typed copy of these choices for your binder, please see me and I would be happy to provide you with one!

· Vocabulary quizzes will be every Friday, unless we don’t have school on Friday (in which case the quiz will be on Thursday). Please make sure you study your vocab words so you are ready for the quiz every Friday!
· As always, if you are absent on quiz day, please come in at Encore so you can make that up. Otherwise, it’s a zero in the gradebook…and we all know what zeroes do to your grade!
· Review of the past two works of Poe we have studied:

· The Raven

· A man is sitting all alone at midnight one December night, thinking about his dead love, Lenore. All of a sudden, he hears a tapping on the door. He ignores it at first, and then finally gets up to see what it is. He intends to be polite to whoever is there, but at first sees nothing. Eventually, a raven lands on the shoulder of a statue and sits. Whenever the man asks the raven questions, the only response is, “Nevermore.” The man finally becomes very frustrated and starts yelling at the bird, telling it that it is evil and needs to leave. The bird doesn’t leave.

· The Tell-Tale Heart
· The narrator has a problem with this old man: the old man has a creepy eye that looks like a Vulture’s eye, and it freaks out the narrator! So the narrator devises a plan to kill the old man and rid himself of the problem with the evil eye. The narrator watches the man for 7 nights, and then, on the 8th night, the old man wakes up while the narrator is watching him. It startles the narrator, who decides it’s time to spring into action. The narrator smothers the old man with his own mattress, and then buries his body underneath the floorboards. The neighbors hear a scream and send the police. The narrator is confident that the body is well-hidden, so he is not nervous. But he keeps hearing this beating heart and thinks it is the man’s…underneath the floorboards! Finally, the constant beating of the heart drives him crazy and he’s convinced that the police can hear it. So he confesses and turns himself into the police.
3.23.10

· Read the poem “Annabel Lee” by Edgar Allan Poe. Keep in mind that it is supposed to be a love story…..but doesn’t the narrator sound a little obsessed? Do you think this sounds like a healthy type of love to you?

3.24.10

· We will be talking about The Black Cat today.
· A man, who has always loved animals, marries a woman who also loves animals. They have a lot of pets. The man starts to get a little bitter about life. One day, the cat bites him, and the man snaps – he gouges out one of the cat’s eyes! He feels so guilty about this that he hangs it on a tree outside. The next day, there is a fire at his house. The entire house was burned, except for one wall. There was an image of a giant cat on that one, standing wall, with a rope around its neck! Eventually, a new cat comes into the picture, and it looks exactly like the old cat, except it has a tuft of white hair on its chest. This cat begins to love the narrator, but the narrator does not return its affection. As he is going down the stairs one day, the cat gets in his way. He decides to take an axe to it and kill it, but his wife tries to stop him. He kills her instead. He is burdened with what to do with the body and finally decides to put it in the wall in the cellar. The police investigated As the police are investigating, they hear a loud yell from the wall…it was his wife, with the cat-beast resting on top of her head!
3.25.10 and 3.26.10
· No notes…but be sure to turn in all your assignments!
