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-where eating and reading are “novel” ideas

Student Menu Project:

Directions:  There are separate directions for each part of the menu.  Be sure to write your answers on separate paper, LABELING AND ORGANIZING them for easy reading. Be sure to include your name.
Main Course:

( Select one question to answer.

1. Discuss your reactions to the story. What did you like or dislike about it and why? Be sure to include such literary terms such as plot, characters, setting, and theme/tone. This answer should be at LEAST 2 paragraphs long.
2. Would you recommend this novel to other students? Why or why not? Would some students like it better than others, even if YOU did not? Why? If you were rating this book like you would a movie, how many stars would you give it (5 is best)? This answer should be at LEAST 2 paragraphs long.
3. If you were the main character, what would your feelings/thoughts/actions have been? Write at LEAST 2 paragraphs on this.

4. Write at LEAST 2 paragraphs, comparing and contrasting yourself to the main character. So, for example, you may want to have the first paragraph compare the two of you, and then contrast yourself with the main character in the second paragraph.

5. Make an event timeline of the plot of the book. Include at least 15 events that happened in the book. Now, write at LEAST 1 paragraph over an event in the book. 

6. What was the moral of the story? Write at LEAST 2 paragraphs, telling me why this lesson is something important than people need to learn.

Side Dishes:
( Select at least four questions below to answer.  Your answers should be very complete, with multiple sentences of detail and explanation. Writing just a few sentences will not explain the questions sufficiently and will NOT give you full points.
1. Describe the main character/protagonist. What was the main character’s goal in this novel? What were his/her thoughts, actions, and/or struggles? What do you think of this character?

2. Describe the antagonist. What is the goal? What do you think of the antagonist? If the antagonist is a person, describe his/her motives. 

3. What is the setting of the novel? Describe it. Could this story take place in any other place? Is the setting an important element of the overall story?

4. Describe at least 2 of the minor characters. How does their role in the story positively or negatively affect the main character? What do you think of them?

5. What are some of the conflicts in the story? Describe at least 2 conflicts. What happened? How was each conflict resolved? What kind of conflicts were they (man vs. man, man vs. self, man vs. nature, man vs. society)?

6. What is significant about the title of the novel? What would the author choose that title? Think of at least one other title that would work for this novel.

7. What is the ultimate resolution to the story? Was the ending the author chose a good ending for the story? Did you like it? Why/why not? If you could change the ending, would you?

8. What literary elements are present? (Foreshadowing, flashback, personification, onomatopoeia, allusions, similes, metaphors, analogies, symbolism, alliteration, and irony are all literary elements that we’ve studied.) Identify at least 3 and give clear examples for each from the story. Make sure you write the chapter and page where you found each element. 

9. Write at least 15 questions to interview the character of your choice. Be sure you write in the answers the way you think the character would’ve responded to your questions.

10. Write at least 3 paragraphs: 1 describing the beginning of the story, 1 describing the middle, and 1 describing the ending. 

Dessert:

( Select at least one dessert project.  
1. Write a letter to a character in the novel. Include the following:

a. Date

b. Dear ____________________, 

c. One paragraph of comment about the main conflict and why the character(s) is/are struggling with it. 

d. One paragraph of comment about the character’s actions when dealing with the conflict.

e. One paragraph of suggestions/comments you would have made for the character if you could speak with him/her.

f. Sincerely,

2. Create a 3-dimensional model of the main character. Be creative and accurate! Include at least 2 paragraphs explaining the character and his/her conflict he/she must face.

3. Create a movie poster for the book. Include appropriate pictures, color, headings, what actors will play your characters, as well as one paragraph, identifying any three literary elements of your choice. 

4. Create a board game over this novel. Include at least 25 question cards that ask questions that relate to the novel. Include 1 paragraph about why you think playing this game would help readers better understand the novel. Some questions you might ask:

a. What was the conflict/resolution/antagonist/protagonist?

b. How would you have felt if you were in the protagonist’s shoes?

5. Draw a comic strip (illustrate it and give the characters dialogue) about one main scene in the story. Write at least 1 paragraph to explain why you chose this scene.

6. Create a song (use music from a popular song that already exists and write the name of that song at the top!) that tells about the main characters, the plot, and/or character relationships. This song has to be at least 4 stanzas long (with at least 4 lines per stanza….so 16 lines, basically). 

7. Write an alternate ending to the book. How could it have been written differently? Write at least 2 paragraphs and draw/color a picture to go with it.

8. Find 5 songs that you think go well with this novel. You will need to print or write down the lyrics, title, and artist. Alternately, you may burn the 5 songs onto a CD and bring it to me – whichever you prefer. You will also need to design a CD cover for your soundtrack to this novel and write at least 1 paragraph telling me why these songs go with this novel. Note: please make sure your songs contain appropriate language. 

