TTH and BC Poe Comparison Essays

Spring 2010


These essays were constructed by students in my class during the spring of 2010 semester. They all wrote beautifully and received full points on their assignment! You are more than welcome to read over these examples so you can see exactly what I’m looking for. Please note the following two things:

1) If YOUR essay, in any way, sounds like any of the provided examples, you will receive a ZERO on your assignment. Cheating is NOT cool, folks!

2) Essay #3 received not only full credit, but bonus points. It is EXCELLENT! So if you’re only going to read one, that’s the one to read! (
Example #1

How are the stories “The Tale-Tell Heart” and “The Black Cat” the same and different? Can they be the same in many ways, or are they different in every way? This essay will talk about the differences and similarities within the two stories of “The Tell-Tale Heart and The Black Cat.”

First, “The Tell-Tale Heart” is a thrilling, creepy story. Poe writes this story where a man kills an old man with a vulture eye.  He has taken a mattress and placed it over the body to suffocate the old man. While the man planned the murder, he watched the old man sleep all night, every night. As the police came to the house, he could not make them leave, for that would arouse suspicious. SO he invited them in and they stayed and talked, until finally, the man got to feeling so guilty that he confessed. The man with the vulture eye was stuffed into the floor.
Second, “The Black Cat” was a different story with murder. The man wrote a story of what he did while he was in jail on death row. As he wrote this story, the first thing that came along was his beloved cat, Pluto. Pluto made the man mad one day, so he cut out Pluto’s eyeball, then hanged him in the tree. After this has happened, they got a new cat, which they did not name. This cat loved the man, but the man did not love it. So one day, as the man was walking down to the basement, the cat tripped him. So the man got an axe and almost hit the cat, but his wife grabbed his arm. So he turned on her and killed her. After that, the house caught on fire and the wife and the man escaped. They bought a new house and that is where he buried his wife inside the wall.

Third, these are the similarities between the two stories. In both stories there is death, since the “The Tell-Tale Heart” the guy with the vulture eye dies, and in “The Black Cat” the man kills both the cat and the wife. In both stories, the men think they are sane when they do it, but really, they are crazy, insane, and atrocious. The bodies of the dead were hidden, but in “The Tell-Tale Heart” the body is hidden underneath the floor boards and in “The Black Cat” the body is in the wall. Both stories were depressing, which exhibits that they were written by Poe. Also, in both stories, he invited the police in, but they found nothing until the man confessed.

In consummation, both stories have similarities and differences. If Poe was alive now, he would have all the things he ever wanted. Though they are very different, they are very similar if one looks deep enough. Don’t forget, Edgar Allan Poe was a twisted man that wrote strange stories.

Example #2


Edgar Allan Poe’s life was filled with depression and death. It is because of this that he wrote stories like “The Tell-Tale Heart” and “The Black Cat.” This essay will talk about the similarities and differences between the two. 


“The Tell-Tale Heart” is very difference from “The Black Cat.” For example, the “Tell-Tale Heart” involved no animals or any of the supernatural. When the narrator killed the old man, he suffocated him with his own mattress. Afterwards, however, he became nervous and confessed his sin. The cops were only called, however, because a neighbor reported a scream. The narrator in this story carefully planned his murder, and where to hide the body. So, “The Tell-Tale Heart” has many differences from “The Black Cat.”


“The Black Cat” was filled with passion and emotion. Nothing was planned, as was “The Tell-Tale Heart,” but merely happenings. For example, when the narrator carved Pluto’s eye out with his pen knife, he did not plan on it, but it happened out of a drunken rage. Also, when he hit his wife in the head with the axe, he suddenly chose to swing at his wife. These crimes, however, were not planned and carefully calculated, these just happened. However, the narrator felt more remorse for killing his cat than wife. This is very different from the other story, where was the cops caught him in the act, rather than confessing. So, “The Black Cat” was very strange, even sick, and was not really related to “The Tell-Tale Heart.”


Although they were very different, they still had a few similarities. For example, in each one, he is writing the tale after it had happened. In addition, there is a heavy presence of death in both. Both narrators had anger problems. The narrator in each story had left evidence. So, even though “The Tell-Tale Heart” and “The Black Cat” are very different, in some ways they are still the same. 


In conclusion, the two stories “The Tell-Tale Heart” and “The Black Cat” are different and similar at the same time. They both involved a narrator telling their story of a murder they committed. But, unlike “The Black Cat,” the narrator carefully calculated and planned the murder. In “The Black Cat,” the man had no idea he was going to do it.

Example #3


Edgar Allan Poe was a remarkable poet and a short story writer. He was considered mad and received no profits for his work because his works were discovered after his death. He is known for such works as “The Raven,” “The Tell-Tale Heart,” and “The Black Cat.” This essay summarizes and compares “The Black Cat” and “The Tell-Tale Heart.” The stories show that, in the end, the truth is revealed so that justice may be served.


In “The Tell-Tale Heart,” a true mad man contemplates killing an old man who is in his care. The story begins by the caregiver proclaiming that he is not mad. He reveals that he wants to kill the old man, knowing that he has never done him wrong. This rage is caused by the old man having a “vulture eye” (pale blue with a film over it). He plans the murder. He begins to watch the man at midnight stealthfully, by taking an hour to open the door, slowly opening the lantern so only a dim ray of light falls, etc. He continues this for seven nights. On the eighth night, he is extra careful in opening the door and when he turns the lantern on, it falls right up on the eye. The caretaker fills with rage. The man is stirred and sits up in the bed, fearing a burglar. The caretaker pounces upon the man. He pulls him to the floor and throws the mattress over him. The heartbeat slowly fades. The body is hidden in the floor so no one will notice it. The police show up and ask to search the manor because the neighbors heard a scream and suspected foul play. They were escorted through the whole house and found nothing. He let them “stay awhile, placing his chair right over the body.” He starts hearing the heartbeat, believing everyone else can hear it. He starts screaming and stomping across the floor as this noise torments him. Finally, it drives him to the brink and he confesses.

“The Black Cat” is about a man whose alcoholism robs him of his love of animals and his wife. The man grows up loving animals and later marries a woman who loves animals as much as he does. They have a black cat named Pluto, among other animals. Pluto is his favorite. His behavior changes over the course of the story, due to his drinking. He slowly grows physically abusive to all animals and his wife, but not Pluto. Pluto sees his behavior when coming home drunk one day, and is fearful of what he might do. He is angered by Pluto’s avoidance of him and grabbed Pluto. Pluto, in turn, bites the man. Consequently, the man cuts out his eye with a pen knife. From that day on, Pluto avoids him. He realized the cat meant him no harm and that what he had done was evil. So to condemn himself, he hanged the cat so that he can be forgiven. That night, the house burnt down and the only remain is a thin wall with an impression of a large cat with a rope around his neck. Feeling guilty during one of his drunken outings, he finds a cat resembling Pluto with one exception – it has some white on its chest. He takes the cat home and his wife loves it. His guilt causes him to hate the cat. One day, the cat makes him trip. So he raises an axe to kill the cat. His wife intervenes and he lands the axe in her head. He buries the body in the wall. The police show up and search the house. When they are leaving, the cat starts screaming from the wall and the man goes to jail.

The stories are alike in that they both involve death and guilty. They both brag about how well they hid the bodies by helping the police search the house and the general feel of getting away with it. The stories tell about how hatred can drive a man to kill. It tells how hatred can drive men mad. In both stories, the victims had caused no harm to their murders. The difference is that in one, the man’s guilt causes him to confess, and in the other, the cat tells the tale.


“The Tell-Tale Heart” and “The Black Cat” are both great stories about how the mind can be warped by alcohol and hatred. It shows that Poe was twisted in his writings. The stories are very dark and depressing, but reveals how people think. TI also talks about how the mind plays tricks on people. It shows how the smallest thing can drive people to become mad. In short, these stories are excellent and a must-read for any individual who enjoys action or gory tales.
