The Tell-Tale Heart Questions
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Hodde

1. Who wrote this short story?

2. Describe the characters:
3. Where was the setting of this story?

4. What was the conflict? Why was it occurring?
5. What is the narrator’s reasoning for saying that he’s not “mad” (crazy)?

6. How many nights did the narrator peer into the old man’s room?
7. What time did the narrator go into the old man’s room each night?

8. What happened on the eighth night, just as the narrator made it into the old man’s room?

9. What did the narrator hear that sounded like a watch enveloped in cotton?

10. Why did the heartbeat sound so loud to the narrator?
11. Were the police officers or neighbors able to hear the loudly beating heart? Why/why not?
12. How did the narrator finally kill the old man?

13. What did the narrator do with the body?

14. Why did the police show up at the narrator’s front door?

15. Why did the narrator willingly let the police search his house, even though he’d just killed a man?

16. Why did the narrator finally admit his murder?
17. Do you think that confessing the murder made the narrator feel better? Why?
18. Imagine that, after the police officers investigated the narrator’s house and found nothing wrong, they went back to the neighbor who called, and told them that everything was fine. What would you think if you were the neighbor? How would you respond?
