TIPS FOR THE 8TH GRADE READING TEST

· Remember: the reading test is the test that determines whether or not you are eligible to get your driver’s license when you turn 16…we will practice today. 

· We’ll do Sample A and Sample B questions together……

· Read the passage called “Camping Adventure.” 

· Question Sample A says, “The author provides enough evidence to show that…” and wants you to pick one of the options (A, B, C, or D) to correctly fill in the answer bubbles. 

· The correct answer for Sample A is: C, Daniel and his father were experienced campers.

· How do we know this? Well...first, let’s look at the options. Option A says, “Daniel had chosen the campsite himself.” We suppose that COULD be true, but is there any evidence to support it in the passage? Not really. If you’re unsure, skip that option and move on. Let’s look at Option B. It says, “Daniel had forgotten to pack a flashlight.” Does it say anything about a flashlight in the passage? Nope. It doesn’t say if Daniel brought it or not, so we could probably cross that option out. Again, if you’re unsure, move to the next option. Option D says, “Daniel was sorry that he and his father had gone camping.” Does it say that anywhere in the passage? No. It says that the weather is getting bad, but, for all we know, Daniel might actually like that type of weather! So we can cross that option out. 

· Now, let’s concentrate on Option C. Why is it right? Think about what Daniel and his father did immediately after they saw the big storm. Did they panic? No. Did they frantically look in their camping guides for storm procedures? No. They already knew what to do! Also, think about how quickly Daniel got his things together. The passage says he “skillfully” rolled everything up. How would you know what to do unless you had already been camping before and maybe practice this stuff previously? That’s why the answer is Option C. 

· Question Sample B gives you the different definitions of the word “flash,” and asks you which definition best fits the meaning intended by the paragraph. 

· The correct answer for Sample B is: A, a sudden burst of light.

· How do we know this? Look at definition #2: a sudden outburst of emotion. Did that happen in this passage? No, so we can cross that option out already. Look at definition #3: a brief thought. Did this happen in the passage? Yes, so we might leave this as an option. Look at definition #4: a brief news report. If the two main characters were camping, would they be able to hear any news reports? No, so let’s cross this answer out automatically. 

· Now, let’s concentrate on definition #1: a sudden burst of light. In the passage, the sentence with the word flash in it says, “The silver-white flash of lightning lit up his father’s face.” So we know that this flash is making the dad’s face look brighter and lighter. That fits with definition #1. This is the answer, so we would fill in the bubble for Option A. 

· Read the rest of the passages and select the correct answer. We will review them. It would be a great idea to take notes while we’re explaining why each answer is correct! (
· What will the test cover?
· 12% will cover vocabulary (words in context, word origins, idioms, and comparisons)

· 42% will cover comprehension and critical literacy (literal understanding, inferences/interpretation, summary/generalizations, and analysis/evaluation)

· 30% will cover literature (literary genre, literary elements, and figurative language/sound devices)

· 16% will cover research and information (accessing and interpreting information)
· Now let’s go over some general test-taking tips….

· Before the test

· Get a good night’s sleep

· Get a good breakfast
· Relax (
· During the test

· You may want to read the answers before you start reading the passage…this way, you know what information you’re going to be looking for!

· Read/listen to all test directions.

· Read the passages carefully.

· Make notes, underline, circle, cross out, etc. …You can write on your test!

· Fill in your answer bubbles completely. Do NOT make other marks on your answer sheet that are outside the bubbles! This creates difficulty in the grading process and may result in a lower grade for you!

· Remember that you can have extra time so don’t panic or rush!

· Make sure you are marking the correct answer bubbles for each question on your answer sheet.
· Eliminate a wrong answer by crossing it out so you don’t accidentally pick it!
· If you don’t know an answer, go ahead and guess! As far as I know, empty answer bubbles will be counted wrong, so you might as well guess! Try to eliminate any wrong answers first so you have a good shot of guessing correctly. 

· Don’t second-guess yourself. Studies show that the more times you go with your “gut instinct,” the more times you will be right! Don’t sit and think about the same question for an entire 5 minutes, wondering if you’re right or if you should change your answer. Mark the answer that you thought was correct the first time you looked at it, and then move on. 

· Try your best! (
· Before you close your test booklet, go back and double-check your answers.
· If you would like more practice for this exam, you can go to the state department website (Google “Oklahoma Department of Education”) and search their site for the 8th grade reading test. 
